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POLICY FOCUS: UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE 

Source: Economic Policy Institute analysis of CPS data.  
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*Wages in 2011 dollars.  
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*Income  in 2011 dollars.  



Source: USDA. Food Research and Action Center.  



Health Insurance Coverage for Non-Elderly Residents 

Source: Mississippi Center for Health Policy, 2011 



Sources: Mississippi Basic Economic Security Tables, 2011. Health care costs assume that the worker or family purchase health insurance comparable to 

the typical employer sponsored health insurance plan (Humana One). Health care costs also include average, monthly out of pocket medical costs from 

the US Department of Health and Human Services Medical Expenditure Panel Survey.  



OCCUPATION 
2012 Average 

Wage 

Childcare Workers $18,070  

Nursing & Home Health Aids $19,890  

Cooks $19,980  

Construction Laborers $25,190  

Maids and Housekeeping Cleaners $18,000  

Truck Drivers $26,410  

Waiters and Waitresses $17,730  

Janitors and Building Cleaners $19,880  

Grounds Maintence Workers $21,960  

Carpenters $31,640  

Cashier $18,710  

Retail Salespersons $24,070  

Miscellaneous Assemblers & Fabricators $28,740  

First-Line Supervisors of Sales Workers $36,650  

OCCUPATIONS WITH LARGE NUMBER OF UNINSURED 

ADULTS EARNING BELOW 138% OF THE POVERTY LEVEL 

Source: MEPC Analysis of MDES Wage Estimates and MS Center for Health Policy 
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Source: Economic Policy Institute, State of Working Data.  



Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey. Economic Policy Institute, State of Working Data.  
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POLICY AREA: DROPOUT RECOVERY FUNDS 

In 2010, college programs could use Dropout Recovery Funds for: 

• Additional instructors and staff in Adult Basic Education & GED offices  

• Financial assistance for GED testing fees 

• Financial assistance for students transitioning to post-secondary classes 

• Graduation ceremonies and classroom supplies 

  

 

Increased appropriations could be used for:  

• Support staff dedicated to student success and transitions to college courses 

• Wrap around supports: transportation, career counseling, tutoring &childcare 

• Developing curricula with workforce skills imbedded in basic education  

• Financial aid for GED students that successfully enroll in post-secondary courses 
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ENROLLMENT BY AGE AT  

MISSISSIPPI COMMUNITY COLLEGES, 2011 

Source: Mississippi Community College Board. Division of Research and Planning.  
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POLICY AREA: DELIVERY OF DEVELOPMENTAL EDUCATION 
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24 Source: Mississippi Community College Board. Division of Research and Planning.  
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POLICY AREA: DEVELOPMENTAL EDUCATION 

1. Reform Assessment and Placement in Dev. Ed.  

2. Improve Course Design 

3. Bolster Support Services 

4. Strengthen Data Collection and Monitor Outcomes 

5. Supply Adequate Resources to Make Changes 



More Information  

www.mepconline.org 

Policy Matters Blog 

 

Sarah Welker 

swelker@mepconline.org 

 


