
In 2009, a total of 7,078 infants were born to women under the age of 20.
Approximately 1/3 of those births were to women 17 years of age or
younger. 

Tax payer costs include lost tax revenue from lower wages and consumption among both teen parents and their children
as adults, medical care, incarceration of children as young adults, costs of increased foster care and child welfare services
and public assistance. The taxpayer costs listed are those experienced relative to the cost if the mother delayed child 
bearing to age 20 or 21. Costs are determined separately for mothers under age 18 and for mothers age 18 & 19 (Please see
methods section at end for more).

It is important to note that the majority of estimated public sector costs of teen childbearing are associated with outcomes
for the children of teen mothers during their childhood and young adult years. A large portion of the costs are associated
with the added costs of a higher number of children in foster care and the net impact on the prison population. The 
impact of public assistance expenditures related to teen births is modest compared to tax revenue losses and the costs of
foster care and criminal justice.1 

In Mississippi in 2009, a total of 7,078 infants were born to 15−19 year olds, for a live birth rate of 64.1 per 1,000 women in
this age group, compared to 39 out of every 1,000 nationally.1 High rates of teen births in the state have an impact on 
children and teen parents, but there are also broader public economic costs for teen births. In 2009, teen births in 
Mississippi cost tax payers $154.9 million dollars (see box for details on cost). 

County-level estimates of tax payer costs have also been developed using the 2009 birth rate in each county, see table 2. 
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Sources: MS Department of Health Teenage Vital Statistics Data. Costs generated by MEPC using methodology from Hoffman, S. D., & Maynard,
R. A. (2008). Kids having kids (2nd edition). Washington, DC: Urban Institute Press

In an effort to measure the broader economic impact of teen births in
Mississippi, this piece provides background and analysis of the tax payer
costs resulting from teen births. 

State and county-level costs are developed using teen births for each
area. These tax payer costs are conservative, annual estimates for 2009,
the most recent year available.
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See methods section for details on cost calculations. Costs were developed using the methodology from Hoffman, S. D., & Maynard, R.

A. (2008). Kids having kids (2nd edition). Washington, DC: Urban Institute Press. Teen birth rates and teen births were reported

through the Mississippi Department of Health’s Teen Vital Statistics Data, 2009. Mississippi First supported the development of

county-level estimates. 



Costs to tax payers include lost tax revenue based on a teen mother's and father's lower wages, lost tax revenue from
lower wages of children of teen parents in adulthood, costs for foster care placement for children, public assistance costs
(welfare and medical assistance) and costs for incarceration relative to the cost had the mother delayed pregnancy until
she was 20 or 21. 

The Mississippi Economic Policy Center applied Maynard’s methodology and costs to data on county-level teen births in
Mississippi in 2009. Maynard’s cost model was adjusted for inflation to determine the 2009 annual cost to taxpayers for
each county and the state overall. Cost figures generated by MEPC are comprehensive of the costs for teen births from
mothers 17 years and younger and from mothers age 18 and 19. Data on teen births for 2009 (the most recent year avail-
able) comes from the Mississippi Department of Health’s Teenage Vital Statistics Data. 

The average annual cost to taxpayers per teen birth was $4,010 for mothers age 17 years and younger and -$98 for moth-
ers age 18 and 19 years in 2004 dollars. MEPC adjusted Maynard’s costs for inflation to 2009 dollars using the Consumer
Price Index resulting in a cost of $4,554 for age 17 years and younger and -$111 for mothers age 18 and 19 years. Multiply-
ing taxpayer costs by the number of teen births per each age group resulted in the net cost of teen births for each county
which was then multiplied by 15 per Maynard’s methodology for an overall net taxpayer cost in 2009.  In 2009, teen births
in Mississippi yielded a net taxpayer cost of $154.9 million. 
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1Teen birth rates include women age 15-19 in the given area. The most recent year data on teen births is available is 2009 for county-level data from    

In 1997, a collection of nationally recognized researches joined together to develop an estimate of the net public cost of
teen births compared to the cost if mothers had delayed pregnancy beyond teen years. The effort resulted in a model de-
veloped by Dr. Rebecca Maynard2 providing conservative net costs to taxpayers and to society for teen births. 

Maynard’s cost model was recently updated in 20083. The updated model now also distinguishes costs between births of
teen mothers under age 18 and births to teen mothers age 18 and 19. Maynard’s analysis goes beyond most cost models
by estimating taxpayer and societal costs relative to costs had the mother delayed child bearing until age 20 or 21. May-
nard averages costs over the first 15 years of parenthood to determine an average cost per year per birth. Based on this
model, there are 15 yearly cohorts of teen births during any given year. As a result, in Maynard’s methods, the cost per
teen birth is multiplied by 15 cohorts for a total annual cost by county or state.

MS Department of Health’s Teen Vital and Statistics Data. 
2Maynard, R. A. (1997). Kids having kids. Washington, DC: Urban Institute Press.
3Hoffman, S. D., & Maynard, R. A. (2008). Kids having kids (2nd edition). Washington, DC: Urban Institute Press.


